
EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS 25357 October 28, 2000 
and Ranking Democrat TIERNEY for their dedi-
cation to our older Americans. 

Although I believe that this legislation is 
flawed and still has several problems, it is an 
important bill and Congress can no longer 
allow the important programs served under the 
OAA to continue without authorization. 

Unfortunately, this bill contains new for-
mulas for funding which, in the coming years, 
could shift vitally needed resources away from 
Northeastern urban areas such as my home of 
New York City. 

Like with the funding formulas used by the 
VA, the Government tries to allocate re-
sources based on new population data, ne-
glecting the needs of those who need the 
most care. 

But while this bill has several problems— 
problems I hope will be worked out in a bipar-
tisan way by the Congress next year, this bill 
also contains a number of important new pro-
grams as well. 

This legislation establishes a $125 million 
caregiver program. This creation will help 
thousands of New York families be able to 
provide for their loved ones in their later years. 
I salute this new program. 

Additionally, the Committee included a hold 
harmless provision for nutrition programs such 
as the Meals and Wheels program, which ben-
efits so many of my older constituents, particu-
larly in such places like Mitchell-Linden in my 
District. 

This legislation also toughens up the lan-
guage on a top concern of mine—elder abuse. 
Although I did not have the opportunity to 
amend this legislation with provisions from my 
bill, the Elderly Protection Act (H.R. 1984), to 
provide for Federal background checks of em-
ployed caregivers or assistance to train new 
caregivers to identify signs of domestic abuse, 
I am pleased at the new language. 

This bill increases the severity of committing 
crimes such as fraud and exploitation of the 
elderly—an all too common occurrence in our 
country. 

In my district, Father Coleman Costello of 
Walk the Walk is establishing a new and inno-
vative center to provide for the abused elderly 
and provide treatment for their abusers. While 
this bill could have gone further to address 
this hidden crime, it does make positive steps. 

I ask welcome the language regarding the 
senior jobs program in Title V of the OAA. Our 
senior need jobs, but we must ensure that 
these jobs are in their communities and serv-
ing their needs as well as the needs of the el-
derly in their neighborhoods. 

All in all, with the problems notwithstanding, 
I will vote to support this legislation as it will 
provide some new funding streams to New 
York City as well as reauthorize a number of 
key programs under the Older Americans Act. 

Stating that, it is my hope that Congress 
can revisit some of the questionable provi-
sions of this bill in the 107th Congress so that 
all older Americans can fully benefit from the 
Older Americans Act. 

WAIVING POINTS OF ORDER 
AGAINST CONFERENCE REPORT 
ON S. 835, ESTUARIES AND 
CLEAN WATERS ACT OF 2000 

SPEECH OF 

HON. STEVEN T. KUYKENDALL 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, October 25, 2000 

Mr. KUYKENDALL. Mr. Chairman, I rise 
today in strong support of S. 835, the Estu-
aries and Clean Waters Act of 2000. This 
landmark legislation will enhance our ability to 
protect the nation’s valuable shoreline habi-
tats, extend the cooperative partnership to 
preserve the Chesapeake Bay and Long Is-
land Sound, and expand the effort to improve 
water quality in our nation’s lakes. 

Estuaries are some of the most valuable 
natural resources of the nation, but they are 
also vulnerable and many are collapsing. This 
important measure promotes the restoration of 
one million acres of estuary habitat throughout 
the country by directing $275 million in funding 
and other incentives to local estuary protection 
projects. 

Estuaries are the bays, gulfs, sounds, and 
inlets where fresh water from rivers and 
streams meets and mixes with salt water from 
the ocean. These areas represent some of the 
most environmentally and economically pro-
ductive habitats in the world. 

According to the U.S. Department of Com-
merce, 75 percent of fish and shellfish caught 
in the United States by commercial fishing op-
erations depend on estuaries for survival. 
Moreover, these habitats—river deltas, sea 
grass meadows, forest wetlands, shellfish 
beds, marshes, and beaches—support a large 
number of endangered or threatened species 
of plants and wildlife. 

These areas are fragile and vulnerable to 
human and environmental pressures. Growing 
populations along the coastlines have threat-
ened the natural balance of these habitats. 
Dredging, draining, the construction of dams, 
sewage spills, and other forms of pollution 
have led to the degradation and destruction of 
many estuary habitats. 

This measure exemplifies environmental 
policy based on partnership and cooperation, 
and not on governmental mandates and regu-
lations. S. 835 encourages states, local gov-
ernments, and community organizations to 
work together to identify estuary habitat res-
toration projects. 

Estuaries are national treasures, and they 
deserve a national effort to protect and restore 
them. Responding to the growing threats to 
our bays, sounds, and other coastal waters 
presents a difficult challenge: federal re-
sources are limited, the need is great, and the 
pressure on these areas is intensifying. The 
Estuaries and Clean Water Act takes the nec-
essary steps to protect and restore these nat-
ural habitats. 

The time to act is now. We are not doing 
enough to protect these valuable resources. 
Many estuaries are on the brink of extinction 
because of manmade pressures. We need to 
preserve these vitally important habitats. They 
are an integral part of this country’s environ-
mental balance. I urge my colleagues to sup-
port this important measure. 

TRIBUTE TO SID YATES 

HON. JERRY F. COSTELLO 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 26, 2000 

Mr. COSTELLO. Mr. Speaker, it is with 
great sadness that I rise today to join my col-
leagues in paying special tribute to my good 
friend and colleague from Illinois, Mr. Sid 
Yates. Mr. Yates was a good friend. He was 
there to welcome me here on my first day in 
Congress and I was glad to have served with 
him for over a decade. 

Mr. Yates and I worked on many bipartisan 
issues to improve our nation and home state 
of Illinois. I was always appreciative of his 
friendship and admired his work both within 
the Illinois delegation and on the House Ap-
propriations Committee. 

Mr. Yates began his distinguished career as 
an attorney in Chicago. He was first elected to 
this House in 1948. As a member of this body, 
Mr. Yates was a quiet but strong voice. 

Mr. Speaker, Sid Yates served this institu-
tion, his constituents and community well and 
he will be greatly missed. I extend my condo-
lences to his wife and family. 

f 

MEMORIAL TRIBUTE TO THE 
HONORABLE SIDNEY R. YATES 

HON. JOE SKEEN 
OF NEW MEXICO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 26, 2000 

Mr. SKEEN. Mr. Speaker, it is with great re-
gret and sadness that America has lost a 
dedicated public servant, the Honorable Sid-
ney Yates. 

I served with Sid on the House Appropria-
tions Subcommittee on Interior when he 
chaired the Committee and when he was the 
ranking member. Even though we had our 
philosophical differences, Sid was a fair chair-
man and an effective member of the com-
mittee. He supported priorities for my district in 
New Mexico even though he may not have 
been completely in agreement. But he knew it 
was important to my constituents so he went 
along with my request. 

Over the years, Sid and I developed a 
friendship that was characterized by mutual 
respect, humor and a common goal of public 
service. We understood each other’s priorities 
and respected one another for the principles 
we stood for and our commitment to serve our 
country in the legislative branch of the federal 
government. 

His passion for the arts, his firm resolve to 
preserve our natural resources and his devo-
tion to Native Americans personify Sid’s leg-
acy. 

When Sid retired from the House of Rep-
resentatives nearly two ago, members of this 
House gave Sid the appropriate acknowledg-
ment for the many years of service to our 
country. I’m pleased that Sid was present to 
witness the appreciation for his service. 

We will miss Sid. His family remains in our 
thoughts and in our prayers. 
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